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Rule:  
Many elements that are placed at the beginning of sentences require a comma following the element.

_______, Independent Clause.

These elements may be words, phrases, or clauses. When they are phrases and clauses, they are normally adverbial elements that would usually be placed at the end of the sentence but have been moved to the beginning. As a writer you may do this in order to emphasize something in the phrase/clause or to avoid a monotonous sentence structure.

Types & Examples:

1. Words of direct address.          

EX: 
Cletus, fetch me my boots. 

2. Yes and No.



EX: 
Yes, I understand.
 

3. Expressions like well, however, you know, as a result, etc.


EX: 
You know, I used to peel spuds for money.



As a result, the party was busted up and several people were arrested.

4. A series of prepositional phrases. 


EX:
In a van down by the river, the motivational speaker slept peacefully.

   Note: If only one prepositional phrase is used to introduce a clause, no comma is required.


EX:
After supper we went to a movie.


5. Participles (-ing verbs that are not used as the subject or verb of a clause, or –ed, -en, -t “verbs” that are  

    not acting as verbs in the sentence)


EX:
Running, he ran into an elderly woman and knocked her down.



Embarrassed, he apologized and helped her up.

6. Participial phrases.


EX:
Laughing and giggling, the boys put a “kick me” sign on the teacher’s back.



Discovered as the culprits, the boys received a d-hall.

7. Dependent clauses.


EX:
Because she thought she knew better, María ignored her parents’ advice on dating.


Note:
Remember, a comma is required only when the dependent clause comes first.

DC, IC  or  IC DC



Rule:
Commas are used before and after an element that interrupts the main idea expressed in the sentence. The most common place for the interrupter is between the subject and the predicate. Comma rule #2 requires two commas, one on each side of the interrupter.
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S, ____________, V
  An interrupter, however, can occur at any place in the sentence. It can be a word, a phrase, or a clause.

Types & Examples:

1. Expressions
    
  2    
        2
It is clear, however, that you’re just going through the emotions.




                     2         
                2  
   




The web, as you know, grows every day.




2. Appositives



 2 

                   
 2   
J.D. Salinger’s only novel, The Catcher in the Rye, is a cult favorite.






     2



    2       




George McGovern, a former presidential candidate, has a Ph.D. 

3. Compound Adjectives  

 2
                   2        
Gwyneth Paltrow, tall and blond, has a regal appearance.

              2
                  

           2       
Cletus, squat and bowlegged, has a goofy appearance.

4. Participial Phrases 
         2
                  
                  2       

           
The teacher, tired from grading, spontaneously combusted.

         2
                  

                  2             
The student, procrastinating once again, decided to postpone writing his essay.

(Exception



Commas are NOT used when the interrupter is needed for identification.




The novel Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is considered a classic of world literature.




The short story “A Perfect Day for Banafish” has a surprise ending.




The woman standing by the tractor is my fiancé.




The boy wearing the red hunting hat is a bit depressed. 

Memorize these relative pronouns, which usually begin interrupters: who, whom, whose, which, that  

Remember that who is used for people, which for things, and that for both people and things. 

Which/That:  which should be used for nonessential interrupters and that should be used for essential interrupters; therefore, interrupters beginning with which require two commas while interrupters beginning with that should have none.



Rule:
Some elements that require a comma before them are found at the end of a sentence, after the subject and verb; these elements are known as afterthoughts. Afterthoughts are used most commonly in dialogue and less formal writing. They include words, phrases, and clauses.
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S V, _____________ 
Types & Examples

1. Expressions and transition words (especially those that express the unusual, the opposite idea, or the exception).

He knew how to spell the word, however.

She won the race, in spite of it all.

Do you know all of them, too?

2. Participles and participial phrases.

He finally made it home, tired and depressed.

The lightning increased, zigzagging its way across the sky.

3. Appositives.

I’d like to introduce you to my fiancé, Lurlean.

4. Phrases and clauses introduced by except and although.
Everyone went home after the game, except Jaime.

I broke the window to get in, although I was aware of the consequences. 

(Sounds a bit awkward, no? I wouldn’t use this construction very much, if at all.)

5. Nonessential clauses and phrases giving extra information.

We love our new dog, a sheltie.

Cletus found a pair of boots, which were genuine imitation leather.

I saw the film with a friend of mine, who doesn’t see many independent films.


Rule:
Two independent clauses must be joined with a coordinating conjunction and a comma (or a semicolon without a conjunction).


        4
                   

                  
       4               
                  

 IC, coordinating conjunction IC
 IC; IC  (Use only with ideas closely related)

Know the coordinating conjunctions:   and, but, or, nor, for, yet, so
Examples

IC, coordinating conjunction IC

The cop signaled him to stop, but he drove on.

She spoke her true feelings, and he finally understood her.

I want to believe you, yet I remain doubtful.

There was nothing left to say; he had said too much already.


This is not the end; I have not yet begun to fight.

Yo, Yo, Yo!

This is called a comma splice: IC, IC. Don’t do it!


Rule:  
Use commas between three or more elements in a series. Technically, the comma before the “and” is optional, but I recommend putting it, unless you’re a journalist. Whatever you do, be consistent.
Examples:


Our flag is red, white, and blue.


Cell phone users can be loud, obnoxious, and annoying.


I went to Foley’s, I bought a pair of Dockers, and I saved ten percent.


Rule:  
Use commas between equal modifiers. Here’s a simple test: If you could put the word “and” between the two modifiers without making the sentence awkward, then you need a comma there.

The Test:


Test Case: 
The rude self-important cell phone user . . .

Can you put and between the rude and self-important? Yes, you can; therefore, the comma is required:




The rude, self-important cell phone user . . . 


Test Case:
The red brick house . . .

Can you put and between red and brick? No, you can’t; therefore, the phrase is correct as is.

Examples:


The tall, dark stranger slipped around the corner.


The short, pale stranger slipped on a banana peel.


The red plastic pitcher belongs to my mother.  (You would never say, “red and plastic.”)


The little old woman lived in a shoe.
 (The words little  and old are not equal modifiers.)

 PRACTICE
Name ____________________________________  Period __  Date _______________

1. Introductory Element

3.  Afterthought


5.  Series

2. Interrupter


4.  Independent Clauses

6.  Equal Modifiers 

Instructions: Add commas where needed and write the number of the comma rule above each comma. If no commas are needed, write “NN.”
1. This summer she is going to New York London and Paris.

2. They say London is a cold rainy town.

3. Paris the city of lights has pretty good restaurants or so I hear.

4. I also hear that Parisian women don’t shave under their arms however.

5. Schizophrenics hear voices but they do not hallucinate except in Hollywood movies.

6. I remember watching Ron Howard on Happy Days when I was a little kid.

7. Sidney Poitier the first African American to win “best actor” was given an honorary Oscar.  

8. Predictably someone’s cell phone rang during the movie.

9. Cirque du Soleil performed at the Oscars which is something I hoped would happen.

10. Woody Allen the genius filmmaker made just his first appearance at the Oscars despite having been nominated on numerous occasions.

11. Interestingly enough Ethan Hawke’s and Russell Crowe’s last names would each be the name of a bird were it not for the extra “e.”

12. Surprisingly you can use believe it or not all six of the simple wonderful commas rules in one single sentence and that is pretty amazing miraculous and wonderful if you ask me.

13. O.K. he’s just showing off now.

14. I’ve waited a long time for a film version of Cold Mountain to appear and I’m willing to wait longer

15. It looks as though Jim Carey who grew as an actor when he made The Truman Show is going back to his Dumb and Dumber type roles judging by the preview of Me Myself & Irene.

16. As a matter of fact I’m looking forward to seeing Minority Report which is Steven Spielberg’s next film.

17. The path of the righteous man is beset on all sides by the inequities of the selfish and the tyranny of evil men.

18. Beautiful talented Halle Berry won the Oscar for best actress much to her surprise.
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Rule 1:


Introductory Elements





Rule 2:


Interrupters 





Rule 3:


Afterthoughts





Rule 4:


Two or More Independent Clauses





Rule 6:


Equal Modifiers





Rule 5:


Elements in a Series








